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Sir: 



Technology Center ^dOO 



In accordance with the Applicants' duty to disclose inforination 
which may be material to the examination of this application, the 
undersigned respectfully requests that the Examiner consider on 
the merits the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
(modified) before issuing the next Office Action on the merits. 
We are enclosing herewith a copy of each document listed on the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 (modified) . 

It should be noted that the above-identified application may be 
related by subject matter to the following U.S. Application { s) : 
09/679,493, filed October 4, 2000. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a) 
and M.P.E.P. 2004, paragraph 9, the applicant brings these co- 
pending applications to the attention of the Examiner. The 
Examiner should consider this information during the prosecution 
of the above- identified application. However, citation of these 
applications does not constitute an admission that the claims of 
the present application are substantially similar or similar to 
those of the applications listed above. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) shall 
not be construed as a representation that a search has been made 
(37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no 
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other material information exists. 

This IDS is being submitted after receiving an Office Action on 
the merits, but before receiving a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, and is accompanied by a check for $180, which is the 
fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § l,17(p). Thus, this IDS should be 
fully considered on the merits, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(d) . 

This paper is not being filed as a response to the Office Action 
issued May 20, 2004. A response to that Office Action will be 
made with a separate filing. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against interest in any manner. (Notice 
of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25.) Also, the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute a 
response to the pending Office Action, mailed May 20, 2004. 
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The person making this statement is the practitioner who signs 
below on the basis of information supplied by an individual 
associated with the filing and prosecution of this application (37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) and on the basis of information in the 
practitioner ' s file. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence Respectfully Submitted, 



is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first-class mail in an envelope addressed 
to the "Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450", 




on June 3, 2004 by Shana Morda 




Ross A. Schmitt 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 42,529 



LADAS & PARRY 

5670 Wil shire Boulevard 

Suite 2100 

Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(323) 934-2300 



Enclosures: Form PTO-1449 (modified) (1 page) 

Copy of documents listed on Form PTO-1449 (modified) 
Check for $180.00 



m 



0 7 



)rmation Disclosure Statement 
09/679,494 
June 3, 2004 
Page 4 



RECEIVED 

JUN 1 4 2004 

Technology Center 2600 
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ATTY DOCKET NO. 

B-4007 618260-6 


Cr.5- SERIAL NO. 

09/679,494 


LIST OF PATENTS AND 

PUBLICATIONS 

STATEMENT 


APPLICANT (S) 

Maurizio Pilu et al 




FIIiING DATE 

October 4, 2000 


GROUP 

2622 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
or 102(e) 
DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




5,528,290 


6/1996 


Saund 


348 


218 






5, 604, 819 


2/1997 


Barnard 


382 


151 






5,625,720 


4/1997 


Miyaza et al . 


382 


284 






5,644,411 


7/1997 


Tamagaki et al . 


358 


529 






6,005,681 


12/1999 


Pollard 


358 


473 






6, 078,410 


6/2000 


Adachi 


358 


522 






6,249, 616 
Bl 


6/2001 


Hashimoto 


382 


284 






6,571,024 
Bl. 


5/2003 


Sawhney et al . 


382 


294 






09/ 
679,493 




Pilu et al. 






10/04/ 
2000 





FOR] 


EI6N PATI 


3NT DOCUMENTS 
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PUBLICATION 
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